
SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY DIVINE SERVICES 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 06 - ZACCHAEUS SUNDAY
9:00AM Sunday Divine Liturgy followed by a Panachida in Memory of +George Smisko 

(5th  anniv.), offered by RoseMarie Smisko.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12
9:00AM Divine Liturgy of the Three Hierarchs.
3:00PM Saturday Evening Vespers - Come join us!
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13 - PUBLICAN & PHARISEE
9:00AM Sunday Divine Liturgy followed by a Panachida in memory of +James Ello (20th 

anniv.), offered by Betty Roman.

SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY PARISH ACTIVITIES   
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 06
10:30AM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING — We Need Total Parish Participation.  

Food & Refreshments will be served.
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 07
5:00PM Weekly Soup Kitchen Service.
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10
6:30PM Social Club Valentine’s Dinner — Raritan Yacht Club.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13
10:30AM Sunday Church School & Coffee Social Hour.

PLEASE PRAY for the Servants of God:  His All Holiness Patriarch 
Bartholomew, Metropolitan Gregory, Fr. John & Pani Eleanor Pribish, Helen 
Hrehowsik, Bill Kobasz, Helen J. Dunham, Olga Medvigy, John & Suzanne DiBiasi, 
Lynn Beres, Maryann Dudash, Eleanor Aleksza, Judith Raskoshin & Unborn child,  
Jenna Quinn & Newborn Son, Kristy Stallard & Unborn Son, Frank Ello, Lia 
Gogoladze, Dacia Snider, CPL Michael Delcher, Joann Kolator, Irene Tobin, Olga 
Mitko, Sandy DiLeo, Pani Eleanor Herbert, Michele Camisa, Abigail Billy, Joseph 
Santalla, Sussi Howard, Amanda Orender, Helen Deliman, Melanie McHenry, Peggy 
Patrick, Lillian Kalog, Maryann Della Serra, Victoria Dean, Stephen Skasko, George 
Kratsashvili, John Paul Hall,  Veronica Houser, Joshua Skoog, CPL Logan Grguric, PO 
Daniel Langner, Smn. Daniel Birthisel, the unborn children of this world and for 
more vocations to the Holy Priesthood.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SIGN-UP SHEET for HOUSE BLESSINGS is in the vestibule.  Fr. Michael 
will call to schedule a day/time in advance.  Let us ask the blessings of God upon our 
homes and family once again!  Father will be wrapping up blessings in the next two 
weeks, so please sign up to make arrangements.

Friday, September 09 - Sunday, September 11
Please mark down these important dates on your calendars and plan 
on attending and supporting our parish on this grand milestone.  There 
is much to give thanks for … together.  Family and friends will also be 
invited to attend - come one, come all!  It’s sure to be a wonderful 
event not to be missed.  
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THE CEMETERY CARETAKER POSITION (paid) is 
available for any parishioner who is interested.  Please see 
Wayne Petersen or Steve Gallant if you would like to discuss 
the particulars.  If there is no interest in house by the end of 
February, we will look to an outside worker.  

CONFESSIONS will be heard at anytime or by 
appointment.  It is of great spiritual importance that we get 
back into a regular rhythm of confession now that Great 
Lent is right around the corner.  Take advantage of the 
sacraments, today!

RESTORATION FUND COLLECTIONS will be taken the 
FIRST SUNDAY of EVERY MONTH as a second collection.  There is 
much work to do around the church in preparation for the 125th 
Anniversary and beyond.  We need to replenish this fund.  Please 
give as you have been blessed.  We need your support!
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EMERGENCY CONTACT 

Please remember, if you are admitted to the 
hospital in an emergency or for any reason, 
or are undergoing surgery, please notify Fr. 
Michael so he can make arrangements to visit 
and pray with you ASAP.  He may be reached 
on his cell phone, at any hour of the day by 
calling (201) 486-2123.  If he cannot be 
reached:  Fr. Andrew Fetchina (732) 
382-8844 or Fr. Ken Ellis.

WELCOME VISITORS 

We are happy that you have joined us today. 

Please join us in the church hall (behind the 

church) for coffee and a bite to eat.  You have just 

experienced the Divine Liturgy of Saint John 

Chrysostom which is the ordinary service of 

worship celebrated on regular Sunday’s in the 

Orthodox Church. The Liturgy—as experienced 

at St. john’s Church—stems from the 4th century 

though its practices were inherited from the time 

of the apostles in the book of Acts. (Acts 1:14) It 

also represents a time when all Christians 

worshipped in One Undivided fully Catholic 

Christian Church. if you have any questions in 

regards to our worship or the Orthodox Church 

in general please see Fr. Michael and he will gladly 

answer any of your questions to the best of his 

ability. He looks forward to meeting you. 

At our best we are known for our welcoming 

attitude, hospitality, prayerfulness, generosity and 

compassion. At our worst, we are sinners, but 

we’re working out our salvation together, and 

could use your help. If you are looking for a 

church home, we hope you will consider making 

St. John’s Church that place. 

PANACHIDA REQUESTS 

Please be reminded to submit requests for all 

Panachidas to Fr. Michael in writing so there 

is no confusion.  Multiple requests on the 

same day will be combined, with the 

except ion of 40th day and 1 year 

anniversaries which take precedence.

PAYPAL QR

DONATION CODE

Just scan with your 

phone and follow the 

prompts.  Thank you!

PARISH WATCH PARTY 
MONDAY, MARCH 21 @ 7:00PM 

The newly-released Man of God film is finally here in the US!  (Story of 
St. Nectarios of Aegina)  It is a ONE NIGHT - LIMITED 
ENGAGEMENT.  Fr. Michael would like to see if we can get a parish 
group together to go see the film.  Limited seating available.  

Tickets approximately $16/pp. (Varies by theater and will depend on 
where tickets are available.)

Please let Fr. Michael know of your interest by February 13 
so tickets can be purchased.    This would be a wonderful event to 
experience together during Great Lent.  Come and See!



In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Once again, we come to a very unique/special time of year. It is .a time to make a new beginning, to 
redouble our efforts to climb up the narrow and difficult path that leads to the kingdom of heaven. It is a 
time to renew our commitment to Christ, not only in word, but through our deeds. It is today, on the Sunday 
before the beginning of the Lenten Triodion, a mere four weeks away from the beginning of Great and Holy 
Fast, that we commemorate the repentance of a chief tax collector, the Holy Apostle Zacchaeus. 

Zacchaeus Sunday is at the very beginning of our preparation for Great Lent. Why? 

Simply because we must begin our journey with the most basic premise of spiritual life: the desire to see 
Christ. It is this desire to see Christ that is at the forefront of real spiritual change, a change within our hearts 
that we ourselves are powerless to effect. It is the fathomless depth of the sight of Christ in His Glory that has 
empowered all of the  aints from the Prophets to St. Paul the Apostle to our modern St. Silouan and Fr. 
Sophrony. It is this encounter with Christ, the Incarnate God, that inspired so many to forsake all the things of 
this world as if they were refuse, and enabled them to endure all things in their desire to be with Christ, the 
pearl of great price. 

The rich, formerly corrupt business man, Zacchaeus, in his desire to behold and see Christ, climbed a tall 
sycamore tree (which is one of the tallest kinds of trees in that area.) He undoubtly was in his fine business 
clothing, and thus caused quite a spectacle, heaping upon himself quite a bit of shame and humiliation in 
the process. And yet, it was precisely this willingness to endure shame and humiliation for the sake of Christ 
that attracted the Lord’s attention and put him in the way of the Lord. This encounter with Christ enacted a 
change within Zacchaeus’ heart that caused him to gladly restore all the riches that he had taken/stolen. 

If we ourselves desire to have a change in our lives, 
from a self-centered one to Christcentered one, 
and to change from the slavery of sin and death to 
that of  vecoming true, shining, servants of God, we 
must constantly ask ourselves: Do we desire to see 
Christ? Do we really want to see and be with the 
Risen Lord at the end of Lent, on that Great and 
Glorious day of Pascha? (It is not by mistake that on 
the night of Pascha, and indeed, every Sunday we 
sing “Having BEHELD the Resurrection Christ, or 
some translations, because we have beheld.)” If we 
really are serious about seeing Christ, whether its 
fulfillment is found in this world or the next, we must 
also expect and be willing to suffer the shame, humiliation, and temptation that will inevitably follow it which 
is the way of the Cross, the way of Christ. The Book of Sirach in the Old Testament tells each of us plainly that 
“if you come forward to serve 

the Lord, prepare yourself for temptation…For as gold is tested in the fire, so acceptable servants of God 
are tested in the furnace of humiliation.” [1] 

During this Lent and Pascha, if we desire to behold and encounter the Living and Risen Christ, we must first 
become like the Apostle Zacchaeus in his repentance in three basic ways. First, if we long to be with Christ, 
we must ascend our own tree of humiliation which is an image of the Cross working in our own lives. We 
must no longer have a common, everyday earthly standpoint (on the ground) but like Zacchaeus we must 
ascend higher to a different vantage point. We can accomplish this in many ways: forcing ourselves in 
prayer (or extra prayers and prostrations), by keeping the fast (indeed, skipping a meal has the power to 
change the way we view the world) and also by going to confession. In fact, when was the last time we 
thought about making a completely honest and open lifetime confession? Do we realize that this is the most 
freeing and potentially life changing action that we have within our close and immediate grasp right now? 
We cannot maintain “a day in and day out,” “same old same old thing” perspective if we wish to see and 
be with Christ. Effort (and a lot of it) is required in any field of study. Why would it not be even more so in the 
science of sciences, the spiritual life?                 [continued on next page] 
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Zacchaeus Sunday and 
the Most Basic Premise 
of Spiritual Life



Secondly, we like Zacchaeus must come 
out of the crowd and take time to seek 
the Lord. We cannot find Christ, like 
Zacchaeus shows us, in the clamor and 
distraction of the crowds. Amusement 
parks, restaurants, parades, dances, and 
yes, even T.V. & radio, whi le not 
necessarily bad in and of themselves, are 
not the places where we can meet God. 
We must make time every day to be quiet 
and alone with the Lord, whether we are 
married or single. It is during this time 
which we can ascend our own Tree, 
which is the Cross of Prayer; for without 
prayer, it has been said by the Fathers, 
that there is no real communion with God. 
Certainly, we may have a lot of nice 
warm religious thoughts, but the real 
encounter with Christ comes through the 
difficult and yet rewarding work of prayer, 

the kind of prayer that is cry from the depths of the heart for forgiveness, healing, life, and salvation. Prayer is 
a fountain of living water that rejuvenates us, granting strength and enabling us to deal with our daily lives in 
a godly way. 

Third and finally, we must not make excuses for our mistakes, our sins, and our past, but we must do all that is 
in our power to work a change in our lives through actual deeds. We must take responsibility for everything, 
whether it is our fault or not (in imitation of Christ who took upon Himself the sins and failings of the entire 
world.) Zacchaeus, after seeing Christ, was totally changed. The Lord called him and said “I must come and 
be with you today.” Zacchaeus in response did not make excuses to Christ, explaining why he done what 
he did, or how he was badly treated in childhood by his parents or how he fell into the wrong crowd as a 
young adult. No, without any excuse, he simply changed his ways, and restored that which he had taken. 
Instead of wasting time thinking about excuses and reasons and why’s and how’s, he simply acted and 
made the wrong right. 

The Patristic way to peace begins with finding the fault in ourselves rather than in others. We might argue 
and say we most of the time we are certainly NOT to blame and sometimes this may be true. However, this 
self-accusation/blame of which we speak is not a negative, paralyzing worldly blame but rather it is a 
bearing of others burdens (which is a commandment of the Lord which brings us grace), it is a clear vision 
that we are not blameless, (as the saying goes, it takes 
two to tango) and that we have caused offense, whether 
now or in the past. It is this self-accusation that brings us 
change and peace rather than causing us to mope and 
grope. This kind of self-accusation is positive and it is 
realistic because really, when we think about it, who is 
perfect, without sin or blame? 

Abba Dorotheos tells us that the reason we don’t make 
any spiritual progress is because “We remain all the time 
against one another, grinding one another down. Each 
considers himself right and excuses himself. All the while 
we keep none of the commandments and yet [we] 
expect our neighbor to keep every last one. Instead of 
[looking to] God who grants us these occasions to purify 
us from our sins we run after our neighbor crying ‘why did 
you say this to me?  

[continued on last page] 
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Why did you do this to me?’ This is why we don’t acquire the habit of virtue or make progress in the spiritual 
life…[for we are] unaware that everything happens by the foreknowledge of God for the benefit of each of 
us….Everywhere we find that the Fathers keep to this rule relating all things to God…and they found 
peace.” [2] 

Zacchaeus’ conversion offers us a great hope. Even though he was considered one of the greatest of 
sinners, Christ the Lord received his good intention, showing him great compassion and wrought within his 
heart a change that granted him to become an Holy Apostle. Zacchaeus’ good intention was followed by 
decisive action that restored and corrected what he had done wrong in his life. The foundation of it all was 
and is the vision of Christ, our desire to see Him and be with Him in this world and the next, which initiates 
and brings to fruition all of our good works. Today, we must desire with all of our heart to see the Living and 
Risen Lord Jesus Christ in order to find the strength to change our lives. Let us therefore ascend our tree of 
humiliation through confessing our darkest sins in order to be granted a life changing shame that 
transfigures our souls. Let us climb up our own Tree alone: the Cross of prayer and when we find sight of 
Christ through this, let us be willing to descend from there in obedience to the Lord, going down, humbling 
ourselves and patiently enduring the temptations and humiliations that befall us. Let us flee the crowds and 
come to Christ, beginning this time of preparation with joy, knowing that our mourning will lead to gladness, 
and that our fasting is the preparation for our feasting of heavenly delight/divine grace. Let us endure the 
Cross of the coming Fast so that we might, on that great and Glorious day of the Pascha of our Lord, God 
and Savior Jesus Christ, be able to proclaim through our own death to sin and self and our subsequent 
Resurrection that Christ is our Life, our sure hope, our Resurrection, and the God and Savior of all who works 
in us, granting us the change of heart that brings eternal salvation. Amen. 

[1] Sirach Chp. 2 

[2] Abba Dorotheos. Discourses and Sayings. pg. 145-148. Paraphrase or slightly re-worded in some parts for 
clarity. 

🌺 🌺 🌺  

ALL SOULS LITURGIES will be celebrated on Saturdays March 5*, March 19, March 26, April 02.  
[*March 5 is a reschedule of February 26 as Fr. Michael will not be here].  If you have any additions to your 
family listing, please give those to Fr. Michael as soon as possible as the diptychs are being updated in the 
coming weeks.  Please come and pray for the departed of your family and our parish family.  A Divine Liturgy 
with a Panachida will be served on each of these Saturdays.

🌺 🌺 🌺  

FIRST WEEK OF LENT - 6th HOUR PRAYERS will be held everyday at 12:00PM in the church as 
was done last year.  This was a wonderful experience and there was a good attendance given the time of day 
that it falls.  Fr. Michael would like to continue this service again and hopes you will join him.

Feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs 
SS Basil the Great, John Chrysostom & Gregory the Theologian 

The Synaxis of the Three Hiearchs commemorated on February 12:  
During the eleventh century, disputes raged in Constantinople about 
which of the three hierarchs was the greatest. Some preferred Saint 
Basil (January14), others honored Saint Gregory the Theologian 
(February7), while a third group exalted Saint John Chrysostom 
(November26).  Dissension among Christians increased. Some called 
themselves Basilians, others referred to themselves as Gregorians, and 
others as Johnites.  By the will of God, the three hierarchs appeared to 
Saint John the Bishop of Euchaita (June 27) in the year 1084, and said 
that they were equal before God. “There are no divisions among us, and 
no opposition to one another.”  They ordered that the disputes should 

stop, and that their common commemoration should be celebrated on a single day. Bishop John 
chose February 12 for their joint Feast, thus ending the controversy and restoring peace.                
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The parish: what for, if not for God?

Orthodoxy: for whom? God help me. I do believe and confess the Church as Mother by whom we are 
emboldened to dare address the awesome heavenly God as Our Father. But look at what we have done to Holy 
Mother Church as parish! What remains “Orthodox” in our parochial pursuits except those dangerously 
abstract connections to some vague national, lingual, cultural and historical identifications!  What remains of 
Christ’s fullness in our petty parochialisms? What remains of the Holy Spirit’s operation in our parochial 
machinations? What remains of God’s charity among a people who have prostituted their Orthodoxy to “look 
American” rather than convert Americans, to serve socials rather than socially serve, to idolize their 
Orthodoxy rather than serve it in true worship and praise of God?

The ultimate meaning of words like “Orthodox” and “church” is meant to be understood in terms of what 
“parish” means. It is to this incredible credibility gap that we must address ourselves in all candor.

Our dimensions are too small. Our perspective is all out of whack. We make ourselves the measure of 
everything and then complain about the pettiness of things. Make Christ the Measure and see for yourself how 
the perspective changes! I tell you the truth: if the parish is not for Christ and Christ is not for 
the parish, then even the dribbles you give is too much money spent; if the Liturgy is 
not heaven on earth, then even the measly hour you grudgingly give once a week is too 
much time wasted; if your singing is not for God, if your serving is not for Christ, if your participating is 
not for the Lord Himself, if what you hear is not divine, if what you receive is not the Food of Angels, if your 
suffering for the parish is not because Orthodoxy is THE True Faith and there is no other, then I agree with 
you, brother. The parish: what for? Forget it.

But what if you were to forget yourself and follow Christ! (St. Matthew 16:24) I don’t mean by this 
some emotional hallelujah kick. The restoration of man in Christ is not to go on a super-duper “religious” 
binge (as the pagans were always wont to do). “Religion” is not exempt from man’s inclination to make of 
everything and anything a self-indulgence. Precisely the prob!em with secular man is that he, rather than God, 
is the center of everything. Finally, when his religion is designed primarily to help him rather than help others, 
to inspire him rather than worship God, and when parish goals serve him rather than serve Christ, then we can 
ask indeed: the parish, what for! Secular man has no need for parish in the ultimate Orthodox sense. He can 
indulge himself better, cheaper, and with less bother elsewhere in the secular world…

[continued on last page]
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The Parish…
What For? 

V. Rev. Sergei Glagolev 



Man was created for the true worship and service of God. This is what “Orthodoxy” means, my friends. This 
true worship and service is not man’s invention but God’s Gift in Christ. When a man can say with his 
gathered brethren in concert with the saints and angels at the end of the Divine Liturgy: “We have seen the 
true Light! We have received the Heavenly Spirit! We have found the True Faith! Worshipping the undivided 
Trinity Who has saved us!“— then he has discovered indeed what the parish is for.

Quite simply, the parish is for forgetting yourselves to look at God. Simply put, you will have discovered what 
the parish is for when you can no longer understand how in the presence of our Lord you can go on thinking 
about yourself.  In Church, above all, Christ is in our midst. He is our God: we can do nothing but worship 
and serve Him in truth. Without this vision the people perish, not parish (Proverbs 29:18).

But, my dear friends, what we really fail to do is to take the parish seriously as a way of life—as a way of 
worship and work in the world as citizens of Christ’s heavenly Kingdom. It is precisely secular man who 
doesn’t respond to parish as seriousness because he doesn’t even take joy seriously. Oh yes, secular man is 
pleasant and polite with a friendly smile plastered on his face like a candidate running for office, and maybe 
he is even somehow “religious” and helpful. But he has lost the sense of the Sacred, by which one is 
profoundly moved in worship to be bothered— bothered to tears by sin, bothered to sheer joy in salvation, 
bothered to adore the holiness of Christ’s Presence in our midst, bothered to see the parish as something more 
than one more useful organization in his collection of nice charities and helpful societies -- for which he may 
find a little time in his otherwise busy secular life.

Now, secular man is serious, of course. But it is himself he takes seriously. Science has discovered long ago 
that the planet earth is not the center of the universe, but secular man has not yet discovered that it is God 
Who is the center of his life, and not himself.  Parish is the response of the worshipping man to Christ as the 
center of his life, around Whom life revolves in a faithful orbit of worship and work, in people and places, in 
time and space, in fasts and feasts, in cycles of blessings and prayers and Sacraments from the cradle to the 
grave. Now, secular man will use these “rites and blessings.” But the extent to which he accepts them as 
seriousness in his real everyday world determines whether his parish is a way of life in Christ for him, or 
whether his parish is one more religious hobby in his secularized, pluralistic world.

The parish is God’s House, and we are the household of God. We are called together as parish to be God’s 
people, Christ’s family, in whom the Holy Spirit abides with faith, hope and love. We are called together to be 
that worshipping community of a humanity reconciled to God to make Christ manifest in the world by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. The parish is that household to which Christ calls us to share in His very Life. The 
parish is that heavenly destiny which is shared, that common life which is given. The parish is the call to come 
together to follow Christ, and in true worship the parish is already that ascent to be where Christ is: “In Thy 
Kingdom remember us, 0 Lord, when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom I—This day you shall be with Me in 
Paradise!” (St. Luke 23:43).  This is the parish’s precious Orthodox Life. By whose treason is your vision of 
the parish less noble? By whose treachery is the parish the ignominious reflection of yourselves rather than the 
holy image of Christ?

Brothers and sisters, it is you who must defend Orthodoxy from yourselves. The parish is your household of 
faith; must it defend itself from your faithlessness? The parish is your household of fellowship and love; must 
it defend itself from your irresponsibility and lovelessness? Must a household defend itself from itself? Yes, in 
a sense, it must. But it is you yourselves who must 
do the defending, by faith, by fellowship, by hope 
and love.

The parish is Orthodoxy: truth or treason? It is for 
you to examine yourselves in the light of what “God 
has given to His people once and for all” (St. Jude I: 
3). What God has given is the Holy Tradition we 
share in common with faith, hope and love, as the 
Orthodox.
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